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such persons as the President might appoint to
govern the islands. McKinley immediately ap-
pointed Judge Taft to the new governorship thus
authorized. In 1901 in the "Insular Cases" the
Supreme Court also gave its sanction to what had
been done. In legislation for the territories, it
held that Congress was not bound by all the re-
strictions of the Constitution, as, for instance,
that requiring jury trial; that Porto Rico and the
Philippines were neither foreign countries nor com-
pletely parts of the United States, though Congress
was at liberty to incorporate them into the Union.
There was, however,*no disposition to incorporate
the Philippines into the United States, but there
has always been a widespread sentiment that the
islands should ultimately be given their independ-
ence, and this sentiment has largely governed the
American attitude toward them. A native Legisla-
ture was established in 1907 under Governor Taft,1
and under the Wilson Administration the process
toward independence has been accelerated, and

1 By the Act of July 1, 1902, the Legislature was to consist of two
houses, the Commission acting as an upper house and an elective
assembly constituting a lower house. The Legislature at its first
session was to elect two delegates who were to sit, without the right
to vote, in the House of Representatives at Washington. An Act of
August 29, 1916, substituted an elective Senate for the Philippine
Commission as the upper house of the Legislature.